
City ofBaraboo
P arks& R ecreationCom m ission

June10,2019 – M inutes

P resent: R oy Franzen,Jim Francisco,AngelaW itczak,CraigS chlender,M ikeP lautz,ChantelS teinhorst& M ikeHardy

A lso P resent: L arry & Denise Brow n (Drivew ay Easem ent),Diane P illsbury,Ed R adl& M arlene Buchanon (BAS CO Board of
Directors)and8supportersoftheseniorcenterproposal

Franzen called the m eeting to orderat 5:30pm .L egalP osting ofthe Agendahad been m et. W itczakm oved and S teinhorst
secondedapprovaloftheM ay 13,2019 m inutes. M otioncarried.

W itczakm oved toapprovetheagendaaspresented,secondedby Francisco. M otioncarried.

A ction Item s: L arry and Denise Brow n requested an easem ent at the entrance to M yron P ark foraccessto the garage on
property they arepurchasing. T hey stated thatasaconditionoftheeasem entsuggested by City EngineerP inion,they w ould
blacktopthecurrently grassdrive. Hardy stated thatthecurrentapronisused by m ow erstogetintothepark,butdidn’tsee
an issue w ith the request provided they did not leave vehicleson parkproperty orobstruct entrance to the park. W itczak
noted thatshelivesin theneighborhood and thecurrentow nerhasbeen usingtheaccessforeverasitistheonly w ay to get
tothatsideofthehouse. Franzennotedthatthereisatreeandpow erpolethatw ouldhavetoberem ovedinorderforaccess
tobeanyw hereelseontheproperty. W itczakm oved torecom m end thatCouncilapprovetheresolutiontoallow theBrow ns
tohaveaneasem entatM yronP arktousethedrivew ay access. S econded by S teinhorst. M otioncarried.

Francisco outlined the processthat the subcom m ittee used to develop the draft proposalto have the City take over
m anagem entoftheS eniorCenter. Henotedthattheproposalstartedoutextrem ely thickandhadbeencutdow ntoaneasier
to digestform at. Hardy stated hisintentto have Com m ission provide inputduring June and July m eetings,w ith apreferred
recom m endationtoCouncilnolaterthanAugustsothatitcouldbeconsideredforthe2020 budgetifCom m issionandBAS CO
can develop am utually agreeable plan. Hardy added that Councilw ould need at least August,S eptem berand O ctoberto
considerin orderto haveachanceat2020 im plem entation. M arlen Buchanon spokeon behalfofBAS CO Board ofDirectors,
confirm ingtheirdesiretom ovethisforw ard. S headdedthatBAS CO ’sinability toprovidebenefitsand acom petitivesalary to
adirectorw asthem ainreasonthey need to seekanew m anagem entorganizationtoruntheS eniorCenter,how everBAS CO
w ouldcontinuetoprovidem ajorfundraisingsupporttoprovideforseniorprogram s,equipm entandrelatedcosts. S hestated
that BAS CO w asprepared to provide fundsfor“ transition costs” around $1,500 forthe purpose ofIT ,phone,equipm ent
m ergersw ithCivicCenternetw ork,etc. T hecurrentrequestisthattheCity fundafulltim eDirectorand parttim eassistantat
acostof$78,000. BuchanonaddedthatCity residentsw ould havefreem em bershiptothecenter,w hilenon-residentsw ould
pay $25 peryearw hichtheCity w ouldretain(approxim ately $3,000 projectedrevenue)foratotalbudgetrequestof$75,000.
Franzen responded thatBAS CO w illneed to continueto provide fundraisinglevelsatorabove currentlevelsin orderforthis
tobeconsidered,astheDepartm entisalreadyunderbudgetedandw hileHardybringsinalotofgrantsforparksandrec,there
isnom oney tospare. S chlendernotedthatforyearstheparksdepartm enthasbeenunderstaffed,and w hilehesupportsthe
efforts,hew ouldfinditdifficultsupportingnew staffforanew program w henparkm aintenancecontinuestobeunderstaffed.
Franzenaddedthatitislikely thateventually theCom m issionw illrecom m endittoCouncilaseveryoneisinsupportofm aking
suretheseniorcentercontinuestothrive,butw eneedtoseem orefinancialdetailbeforem ovingitforw ard.Buchanonagreed
togettheinform ationasked andprovidem oredetailoncurrentfundingforconsiderationatthenextm eeting.

Hardy presented an e-m ailed requestfrom Evan and M arciaW ollschlagerto usetheR iverw alkBridgeatL ow erO chsnerP ark
foraw eddingAugust30th. Hardy m etw iththecoupleregardingtheirdaughter’sw eddingandstatedthatstaffcouldauthorize
theuseofL ow erO chsnerP ark,buttheusetousethebridgew ouldhavetobeapprovedby thecom m issionasitw oulddisrupt
R iverw alkusers. T herequestalsoaskedforparkingstallsatL ow erO chsnertobeblockedofffortheevent. Franzennotedthat
hecouldsupportthevow sbeingsaid onthebridgeaslongasitdidn’texceed30 m inutesorso,butw ould notsupportclosing
theentireparkinglot– how everhedidsuggestthatafew ofthecloserstallscouldbereservedforadditionalADA parkingthey
m ay need. Franzen m oved to approveuseofthebridgeforw eddingvow sAugust30,2019,seconded by S chlender. M otion
passed.

W itczakm oved to approve S U DA useofL ow erO chsnerP arkforsoccerprogram June-August,2019 atacostof$750,second
by Francisco. M otioncarried.

Hardy discussed rising requestsforreserved parking at the CivicCenterby tenants. He suggested apolicy aspart offuture
leases. Franzen recom m ended thateach tenantbeallow ed to have1 reserved spaceforfree w ith each additionalspace$30
perm onthbeginningin2020. S econdedby W itczak. M otioncarried.



Hardy statedthatafterlastm onth’sparktourdeterm inedAttridgeP arkasthebestsiteforanew dogpark,hew asapproached
by the hom eow nerw ho liveson the north side ofthe parkw ho stated thathe and otherson Island Drive w ould oppose the
plan. Hardy hadtoldhim thatdiscussionsw erestillintheirinfancy andthatarearesidentsarealw aysnoticed beforeactionis
form ally taken in thesem attersto allow forcom m ents. Hardy had told theresidentthatthem atterw ason tonight’sagenda
forfurtherdiscussion,but asthe Com m unity Garden w ould be there through at least O ctoberand no budget m oney w as
available in 2019,there w ould likely be no action taken untilthe budget isdiscussed in August. M em bersconfirm ed their
preferencetoconverttheAttridgeP arkCom m unity Gardensintoadogpark. S chenderasked iftheentrancetothefenced in
areacould beplaced asfarsouth (closerto 2nd Ave.)aspossible to avoid trafficand noise concernsby Island Drive residents.
Hardy show ed am ap w hereitw ould bepossibletodo so,asw ellasprovideadditionallandscapescreeningbetw eenthedog
parkandadjacentproperty. Hardy addedthatIslandCourtresidentsw illbenotifiedw henthem atterisready forCom m ission
votesothey canattendand supportoroppose. T hem atterw illbeconsideredatafuturem eeting.

T herequestfrom Clay M inistriesto useCivicCentershow ersduringabiketrip here(stayingatalocalchurch)w asdiscussed.
Hardy statedthatw henw ereceivethistypeofrequest,w eusually recom m endthatthey purchaseadaily gym m em bershipor
reservethegym asagroupw hichallow sforuseofthelockersandshow ers.Franzennotedthatw eshouldcontinuethatpolicy.
T herequestfailed forlackofam otion.

S taffR eport: M ay revenuesw ere$27,081.49

Hardy reportedthatBikeW isconsinw illbestayingovernightattheCivicCenterT hursday nightw ithover100 bikersexpected.
T he sw im m ing poolopened June 7th w ith apoolm anager,15 lifeguards,3 poolattendantsand tw o adult w ateraerobics
instructors. 3 new internsstarted overthepast2 w eeks,oneintheofficeand 2 inthezoo. T heM axw ell-P otterkayaklaunch
project isscheduled forbid opening thisw eek and pending successfulbidsw illbe started soon. Also the O chsnerP ark
Centennialeventisshapingup and w illbeheld August10 w ith severalm em bersofthe O chsnerfam ily in tow n forareunion.
Donationsreceivedw illpay fortheentireevent.

N extR egularM eeting: July 8,2019.

W itczakm otioned toadjourn,Franciscoseconded.M otioncarried

R espectfully S ubm itted,
M ikeHardy,P arks,R ecreation& Forestry Director


